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their works as frequently and as unmistakably
as possible.

There is to-day an heroic flavour in Soviet
life which can carry the artist with. it. The
threat of war coming from the Fascist Powers
has affected the mentality of the authors and
artists to such an extent that this same heroic
optimism recurs as the leit-motiv of many of
their works. But I cannot think that the pre-
sentation of heroic subjects in books, on the
stage3 and on the screen would occupy so very Heroic
much space., were it not fostered in high places
by ail possible means. Certainly the writer who
ventures to deviate from the general principle
does not have an easy time. For example3 a
great lyric poet, whose prevailing mood is
autumnal melancholy, or at any rate not at all
heroically optimistic, continues to be printed,
read, and loved, but he is no longer mentioned
in the Press and he receives no more publicity.
Fear of the forbidden defeatism often manifests
itself in the most childish ways amongst those
who supervise the means of production. A
story, for example, written by a well-known
author, telling how an airman establishes a
record and then crashes, was omitted from a